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Introduction. Under the backdrop of market economy and social transformation in China,
the class structure of society has undergone profound changes, and the traditional class
division is no longer relevant. However, there are still some unresolved problems in the
study of social strata in China. The lack of diversity and comparability of research methods
limits the depth and scope of research. Relatively few studies have been conducted on some
emerging classes. Research on the relationship between social class and other social issues
is insufficient, such as the relationship between class and education, class and income
distribution, etc., are still limited.
Methodology and sources. At present, a social classification model has been proposed to
study social stratification in China, taking into account the characteristics of China's national
conditions. A large number of empirical studies have revealed the evolution and
characteristics of China's social class structure. The mechanism of social class formation and
the factors influencing them have been studied, which has provided theoretical support for
social development. Modern stratification models of Chinese authors have been used for
the analysis in comparison with traditional models.
Results and discussion. The study of social stratification in China inherited the theoretical
framework and empirical research methods of Western social scientists, and there are also
attempts to develop its own model of social stratification in combination with the actual
situation in China. The structure of social stratification in China is characterized by the need
to take into account the state redistribution system and the market economy model.
However, there is a consensus that government officials are at the top of the social hierarchy,
and the class of peasants and unemployed are at the bottom of society; mental workers
(white collars) are higher than manual workers (blue collars). The results of studies on the
impact of human capital on social stratification show that gender and educational level have
universal significance in society; household registration system and housing type are special
independent variables that affect social stratification in China more than in other countries,
etc. However, there is a lack of relevant empirical studies that could provide specific
quantitative data showing how independent variables affect social stratification in China.
Many new social and professional groups have emerged in Chinese society. In recent years,
some Chinese scholars have studied such specific social and professional groups, the most
widespread and in demand in the labor market in China, taking into account the
digitalization processes.
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Conclusion. It is necessary to further explore the methods and models of social
stratification suitable for China's national conditions so as to cover the characteristics of
social class diversity. It is necessary to strengthen the research on the relationship between
social class and other social issues so as to provide more effective policy recommendations
for social development. It is also necessary to strengthen the research on emerging classes,
pay attention to their social status, mobility and responsibilities, and provide more effective
support and guidance for their development.
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BBeaeHune. Ha ¢poHe pPLIHOYHON IKOHOMWKW N COLMAbHbIX nMpeobpasoBaHuii B Kutae
KnaccoBas CTPyKTypa obLecTBa npetepnena riybokme n3sMeHeHns, U TpaguLMoHHoe Knac-
coBoe JefieHne 60/iblle He akTya/bHO. OZHaKo B M3yYeHUU coumanbHbIxX c1oes B Kutae
BCe eLLe OCTalTCA HepeLLeHHbIMW HeKoTopble NpobaemMbl. OTCyTCTBME pa3HOObpa3ns u co-
NOCTaBMMOCTU MEeTOZAOB MCCIeA0BaHWUS OrpaHuM4MBaeT ero rnybuHy un obbem. OTHOCK-
TeNbHO Maso UcceoBaHN 66110 NPOBEAEHO MO HEKOTOPLIM GOPMUPYIOLLIMMCA KlacCaM.
Mownck B3aMMOCBA3Elr Mexay counanbHbIM KaccoM U APYrMMU couManbHbIMK npobne-
MaMu HeOoCTaToueH, a MexJy Klaccom 1 06pasoBaHMeM, KIaccoM 1 pacnpegeneHnem Jo-
XOZA0B 1 MPOYMMMN NO-MPEXHEMY OrpaHNYeH.

MeToaonornsa n UCTOMHNKN. B HacTosLee BpeMs AN1A U3ydeHUs coumanbHOM cTpatudurka-
umm B Kntae npeasioxeHa Mofenb COLManbHON Knaccnpmkaumy, y4mTbiBaroLLas ocCObeHHo-
CTW HALMOHAaNbHbIX YCNOBUIA 3TOM cTpaHbl. C MOMOLLbIO 60MLLLIOTO KOMYeCTBa SMnmpuye-
CKUX UCCNefoBaHN 6blna BbIBNEHA 3BOMIIOLMA U XapaKTEPUCTUKN COLMaNbHO-KIacCOBOIA
CTPYKTYPb! KnTas. bbin nsyyeH mexaHnsm ¢opM1poBaHUSA COLMabHbIX K1AcCoB U BANSAO-
LMe Ha H1UX GaKTopbl, YTO 06eCcneynsio TeopeTnYeckyro NoAAePXKY COLManbHOro passu-
TVA. Ans aHanmsa 6b111 NCNOJIb30BaHbl COBPEMEHHbIE MOAeNn cTpaTUduKaLum KUTamckmx
aBTOPOB B CPABHEHUN C TPAAULIMOHHBIMU MOAENAMMU.

PesynbTaTbl 1 06cy>xaeHue. /3yyeHre coumaneHbix cnoes B Kutae yHacneoBano teope-
TUYeCKMe CXeMbl U aMAMpUYeckne MeTodbl NCCNeA0BaHNA 3anajHbIX YYeHbIX-COLMONOroB.
EcTb TakXe NonbITKM pa3paboTaTb COH6CTBEHHYO MOAe/b COLManbHOM CTpaTtuduKaLmn B co-
YeTaHUN C peanbHoin cntyaumein B Kutae. CTpyKTypa coumansHoO cTpatndukaLmm B 3TOM
CTpaHe OT/INYaeTCd HeOOXOANMOCTLIO YUNTbIBaTb CUCTEMY FOCYAAaPCTBEHHOrO nepepacnpe-
AeNeHVs N PbIHOYHYIO MOZeslb SKOHOMUKW. OHAKO NPUCYTCTBYET KOHCEHCYC B OTHOLUEHWM
TOro, UTO roCyAapCTBeHHblE YMHOBHUKMN HaxoAATCA Ha BepLUMHE COLMaNIbHON mnepapxuu,

Current Situation, Existing Problems and Prospect of the Study of Social Stratification in Contemporary China 79
TekyLLas cUTyaLys, CyLLeCTBytoLLe NPOBaeMbl U NepCneKTVBbI M3yYeHUs CoLmanbHOM CTpaTUGMKaLMN B COBPEMEHHOM...



Couymonorus ONCKYPC. 2024.T. 10, Ne 5. C. 78-90
Sociology DISCOURSE. 2024, vol. 10, no. 5, pp. 78-90

a Knacc KpecTbsiH 1 6e3paboTHbIX - B HU3LIEM C10e 06LecTBa; PaboTHMKN YMCTBEHHOMO
TPyZa (6esble BOPOTHUYKM) CTOAT BbILLE, YeM PabOoTHMKMN GU3MYECcKOro TpyAa (CYHMe BOpOT-
HUYKN). Pe3ynbTaThl NCCIeL0BaHNA, NOCBALLEHHbIX BANSAHUIO YeN0BeYeckoro Kanmtana Ha
coumanbHyto cTpatdUKaLmio, NoKasbIBakoT, UTO reHAep M ypoBeHb 06pa3oBaHVs MMET
yHVBepcanbHOe 3HayeHVe B 06LLeCTBe; CMCTEMA PErmcTpaLmn JOMOXO3ANCTB U TUM XNbs
SBNSIFOTCH 0COBLIMU HE3aBUCVMbBIMU NMePeMeHHbIMY, KOTOPbIe BAKSIOT Ha COLManbHYyo cTpa-
TMdrKaumo B Kutae cunbHee, YeM B ApYrnx CTpaHax, u T. 4. OAHAKO COOTBETCTBYHOLLMX M-
NUPUYECKNX NCCNeL0BaHWIA, KOTOpble MOMN 6bl MPefOCTaBUTb KOHKPETHbIE KONMYeCTBEH-
Hble AaHHble, MOKa3blBaoLLMX Kak He3aBMCUMble NepeMeHHble BAUSIOT Ha CoLManbHYHo cTpa-
Tdurkaumio B Kntae, He xBaTaeT. B kuTaickoM 06LLecTBe NosiBUIOCE MHOMO HOBbIX COLIMasb-
HbIX 1 NpodeccnoHanbHbIX rpynn. B nocnegHne rogbl HeKOTOpble KUTaCKMe yYeHble 13y-
Yann TakMe KOHKpPeTHble CoLManbHO-NpodeccroHanbHble rpynnbl, Hanbonee MaccoBble U
BOCTpeboBaHHbIe Ha pbiHKe Tpyaa B KnTae, yumTbiBas npowecch! LmdpoBm3anmn.
3aknoyeHue. Heobxo4MMO MPOAOIXKUTE M3yYeHUe MEeTOAOB U MoAeneli coumanbHol
cTpaTudUKaLmMK, NOAXOAALLUMX ANSt HALMOHANbHbIX YCI0BUIA KuTas, ¢ TeM YTO6bl OXBaTUTb
XapaKTePUCTUKN COLMaNbHO-KNACcCOBOro pasHoobpasms. CneayeT akTMBU3MPOBATb UCC/e-
[4OBaHMSA B3aVMIMOCBA3M MeXJAy COLManbHbIM KAaccoM U APYrMMU COLManbHbIMU npobne-
Mamu, 4Tobbl aTb 6onee 3GpdeKTUBHbIE PeKOMEHAALIMM MO NOANTMKE COLMANBbHOIO Pa3Bu-
TS, Takke HEO6XOANMO aKTUBM3NPOBATb MUCCef0BaHNSA, KacatoLumecs GOpMUPYHOLLIMXCA
KNaccoB, yaenaTb BHMMaHMe X CoumansHOMYy CTaTycy, MOBUIBHOCTM 1 0653aHHOCTSM, a
Takxe obecneunsatb 60see 3GPeKTUBHYO NOAAEPXKKY M PYKOBOACTBO A5 UX Pa3BUTUS.

KnroueBble cnoBa: coyuansHas ctpatudukaLlms, pplHoYHas 3KOHOMYMKA, 06pa3oBaHue, coLmanbHoe
obecneyeHue

Ana unTtupoBaHua: YxaH XannyHb, JlebegmHuesa J1. A. Tekywlad cuTyauusi, CyLLecTByHOLLME
npobaemMbl M MepCrekTUBbl U3yYEeHUs COLMaNbHOW cTpaTudukaumm B coBpemMeHHoM Kutae //
ANCKYPC. 2024. T. 10, Ne 5. C. 78-90. DOI: 10.32603/2412-8562-2024-10-5-78-90.

Due to ideological restrictions, social stratification research has been a taboo area in mainland
China. In the 1980s, Western scholars first raised the issue of social stratification in China (Ni
Zhiwei), but it did not receive widespread attention in the country. Domestic scholars began to pay
attention to and study this issue in the early 21st century, when China's economy was stable and
growing, people's income was stable, rapid industrialization, rapid urbanization, and the expansion
of higher education occurred, these social changes provided the social background for the emergence
of stratification research. At the beginning of the new millennium, Chinese scholars began to study
the issue of social strata, which was also influenced by other factors. The theoretical study of new
Marxism. The main issue discussed in the new Marxism is the classic “binary theory” of Marx's
class theory, which adds the middle class. This theoretical discussion reached China and aroused the
interest of Chinese scholars. The issue that Chinese scholars are concerned about is that the
emergence of the new middle class may change China's social structure and ultimately affect China's
political situation, especially the expansion of the “private entrepreneurs” group, whether they can
achieve economic status like the Western middle class and change their original political situation.
Some Chinese social scholars appeared as policy researchers and policy advisers, and in their studies,
they downplayed the traditional relationship between class analysis and politics and emphasized the
emergence of new social groups, especially the emergence of the middle class, as “changes in social
status”. The emergence of the middle class is conducive to social stability, and they studied their
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income, consumption, lifestyle, etc., avoiding sensitive words. They proposed “middle group in the
society” and “social middle group” instead of “middle class” to gradually allay the government
officials' doubts and reduce the research resistance. The authorities have gradually accepted the
research of sociologists. However, they have not completely eliminated doubts about this issue, and
they have proposed the concept of “middle-income group” to replace the concept of the middle class.
Scholars generally believe that the “middle-income group” is the “middle class”. Commercial
advertising and mass media propaganda. The sales of goods such as cars, houses, and luxury goods
are often advertised as targeting the “middle class” in advertisements. This has led people to realize
that social classes do exist, but the middle class that the media refers to is actually a high-income
group, while the middle class referred to by the government is a middle-income group, which is very
different from the middle class studied by sociologists. The middle class in developed countries is
more mature and homogeneous. The middle class in China is a new social group with greater internal
heterogeneity and greater diversity of occupations. A large number of private enterprise owners
should belong to the middle class.

From the above chart (Fig. 1), we can see that class stratification research in mainland China
began in the 1990s. The first two peaks were in 2002 and 2008. These two years are special, one
is after China joined the World Trade Organization, and the other is the year of the Olympic Games.
These two events with worldwide influence are both symbols of China's integration into the world.
Therefore, during this period, the review of scientific research was relatively relaxed.
Subsequently, the research interest in this topic began to decline.

The Current State of Social Stratification Research in Contemporary China
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Fig. 1. Analysis of the overall status of Chinese social stratification research

From the above chart (Fig. 2), we can see that the disciplinary distribution of research on
social stratification in China is as follows: There are only 34 articles in the discipline of sociology
and statistics, accounting for 16.6 % of the total, ranking second. The first place is China's politics
and international politics, with 107 articles, accounting for 52.2% of the total. The third place is
administrative science, also known as national administration. From the fourth place onwards,
there are more research results related to education. Foreign language, Marxism, and economics
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have fewer research results and account for a very small percentage. It can be seen that most
Chinese scholars regard social stratification research as a political topic, while only a small number
of scholars regard it as a topic in sociology.

1.0%; 2 6.7%; 14 @ Chinese Politics and International Politics

1.5%; 3 M Sociology and Statistics
1.5%; 3 Administration
1.5%; 3 O Education Theory and Management
1.5%: 3 Higher Education
1.5%; 3 & Foreign Language
2.4%: 5 O Maxism
2.9%: 6 Reform of Economic System
&3 Ethnology
2.9%; 6 & Physical Education
3.4%; 7 @ Sustainable Development
4.4%; =Law
& Trade Economy
O Other

Fig. 2. The disciplinary distribution of research on social stratification in Chinese Mainland

Some models of social stratification in China.

The theoretical sources of Chinese scholars' research on social stratification are mainly Karl
Marx's class theory and Max Weber's class theory. The research results of subsequent Western
scholars also have reference, more are Wright Mills, Blau and Duncan, White, Goldthorpe and so on.
According to the chronological order, Chinese scholars' studies on social stratification are as follows.

The model of Lu Xueyi — Ten Social Strata.

Among Chinese native scholars, the first to analyze social strata and the most influential are
Lu Xueyi's ten social strata. On the basis of occupational classification, Lu Xueyi divides social
classes according to the status of the possession of organizational resources, economic resources
and cultural resources [1]. Organizational resources include administrative organization resources
and political organization resources, which refers to the ability to dominate social resources
according to the state power organization and the party organization system. Economic resources
mainly refer to the ownership, use right and management right of means of production. Cultural
(technical) resources refer to the possession of knowledge and skills recognized by society
(through certificates or qualifications) [2]. So, ten social strata:

1) state and social administrator — 2.1 %;

2) manager — 1.5 %j;

3) private entrepreneur — 0.6 %;

4) professional technical personnel — 5.1 %j;

5) clerical staff — 4.8 %;

6) individual industrial and commercial household — 4.2 %;
7) business and service employee — 12 %;

8) industrial worker — 22.6 %j;

9) peasant — 44 %j;

10) unemployed person — 3.1 %.
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The model of Li Qiang-from inverted “ ] (Ding) “to “Z£Tu)”.

Lu Xueyi's analysis of the ten social strata has aroused a heated discussion in the academic
group and led the trend of social stratification research. Lu Xueyi's article has many defects. firstly,
the population base is not clear; secondly, the data source is not clear;and thirdly, it focuses on
subjective qualitative analysis and lacks objective data support. Although many people believe that
his social stratification model has a strong explanatory power to the reality of Chinese society. Since
then, Professor Li Qiang has proposed the "Inverted Ding-shape" (2005) and the "Tu- shape" (2011)
of Chinese social structure [3, 4]. Using the model of International Socioeconomic Status Index
(ISEI), the author analyzed the data of China's fifth (2000) and sixth (2010) population censuses,
and pointed out that: 63.2 % of China's lower-class population is farmers; Workers (including
migrant workers converted from farmers and workers in township enterprises whose actual social
status and living standards are closer to those of farmers), accounting for 9.1 %; The main transport
service personnel, commercial service and catering service personnel, mechanical and electrical
products, electronic products equipment personnel and assembly personnel, processing industry
semi-technical personnel, etc. The number of grass-roots personnel is large and the proportion is
high, so the social structure is similar to the “Inverted Ding” of Chinese characters [4, 5]. Ten years
later, Professor Li Qiang used the same research method to point out that the social structure of China
has changed a lot in 10 years. First, the proportion of farmers in the total population decreased by
16.71 %. Second, the proportion of blue-collar workers increased by 3.78 %; Third, white-collar
groups, including managers, professional and technical groups, operating and sales personnel and
ordinary office workers, accounted for 10.44 % of the total employment population. That is, the
population at the bottom decreased, the population at the middle and lower levels increased, and the
class structure changed from the “Inverted Ding" shape to the "Tu" shape [4].

Liu Xin's Chinese urban social strata.

Liu argues that neither White's nor Goldthorpe's hierarchic model applies to China, which has
a large number of state-owned enterprises and a large number of officials. Based on the data of the
“Comprehensive Survey of China 2003”, he takes public power and market capacity as the main
criteria for dividing Chinese urban society [6]. The social strata of Chinese cities are divided into
five strata. Liu Xin's method of stratification takes China as a case study and ignores international
comparison. At the same time, his research sample did not take into account the social groups such
as the unemployed, freelancers, and emerging occupational groups, which exist widely in urban
society [6]. Therefore, it has great research limitations.

1) upper class — 0.6 %;

2) upper middle — 7.6 %;

3) lower middle — 22.8 %;

4) skilled workers and clerks — 25.7 %;

5) unskilled workers and individual industrial and commercial households — 43.4 %.

Li Lulu and Qin Guangqiang's authoritative class system.

According to the data of CGSS-2006 China General Social Survey, the sample size was 5280.
According to the possession of the means of production, the position in the organization (with or
without the right to management), whether the manual labor, they established an authority class
system [7]. The details are as follows (see the Table):
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Li & Qin's authoritative class model

Authoritative Class System Fre. Percent
Employer 1 large employer 27 0.5
2 small employers 160 3.0
Self-employed person |3 self-employed persons 381 7.2
Employee |Non-labor |4 non-labor employees with high authority (e.g., senior management) | 188 3.6
5 non-labor employees with middle & low authority (e.g., middle & | 262 5.0
low management)
6 high autonomous non-labor employees (e.g., senior professionals) 793 15.0
7 middle & low autonomous non-labor employees (e.g., middle & low | 1046 19.8
professionals)
Labor 8 supervisors with authority 561 10.6
9 high autonomous labor employees (e.g., skilled workers) 681 12.9
10 middle & low autonomous labor employees (e.g., non-skilled| 1180 22.4
workers)
Total | 5820 100.0

Li & Qin's authoritative class model attempts to integrate the key concepts and models of
Marx and Weber, using Chinese social survey data for analysis. But their problems are: first, they
assume that people with means of production have a higher social status than people without means
of production, and even self-employed people have a higher social status than senior managers in
enterprises. As everyone knows, the social status of managers of state-owned enterprises in China
is much higher than that of ordinary private business owners, and the social status of managers of
state-owned enterprises or private enterprises is also much higher than that of individual business
owners. Second, it is believed that the social status of non-manual workers is higher than that of
manual workers, which is quite consistent with the actual situation in China, but some self-
employed people are both mental and manual workers, and they are not distinguished. Third, those
who do not have a fixed unit and do not have a fixed income are excluded from the social class
system, without research and explanation.

The above are several efforts and attempts on the structure of Chinese social class in Chinese
literature. In addition, there are many articles that make detailed and specific analysis of social
class as dependent and independent variables.

Taking social class as the dependent variable, which factors affect or determine the so-
cial stratification in contemporary China?

By comprehensive analysis of the above four major social stratification models, we can
summarize the independent variables that Chinese scholars attach importance to that determine or
affect social stratification. Lu emphasizes power factors (the formal power of official state officials),
economic factors (ownership and control of the means of production), and cultural factors (diplomas
and skills), which is a more mixed multi-factor model. He did not point out that the attainment of
government positions, diplomas and skills requires education, which is a major flaw. After all,
education is a self-induced social factor obtained by the individual's own efforts. The ownership and
control of the means of production can be divided into state-owned units and private units, in which
the state-owned units belong to the power factor, and the various types of private units can also rely
on education, skills, good management and other acquired factors. Therefore, Lu's social
stratification model attaches more importance to the factor of self-induced, and neglects the influence
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of the predication social factor. The same problem exists in Professor Li Qiang's article. Li Lulu and
Qin Guangqiang's articles pay more attention to the factors of job autonomy, which is determined by
education, skills, position and other factors. They also emphasized the importance of ownership of
the means of production. In addition, in the Chinese literature, the household registration system and
gender are involved in the influence of presupposition factors.

First, in terms of gender, Li Chunling had such a set of data in her field research in Shenzhen
and Hefei in 2002 to demonstrate the differences between men and women in terms of political
status, income and education. In terms of income: in Shenzhen, the average monthly income of
men is 5,098 yuan, and the average monthly income of women is 2,947 yuan: men are 1.7 times
higher than women. In Hefei, the average monthly income of men is 847 yuan and the average
monthly income of women is 616 yuan, 1.4 times higher than that of women. In terms of education:
the average number of years of schooling for men and women is very similar. The average years
of schooling for men in Shenzhen are only 0.4 years longer than for women. In Hefei, men have
an average of 0.6 more years of education than women. In terms of political resources, there are
significant differences between men and women. In Shenzhen, the percentage of party members
among men is 18 percentage points higher than among women. Among men in Hefei, the
proportion of party members is 25 percentage points higher than that of women. Secondly, in the
recruitment, employment and secondary employment, there are certain restrictions and
discrimination against women. Among the gender factors, age, household registration, education
and other factors are added. These factors add to the disadvantage of women's employment.

The household registration system is a unique institutional arrangement in China. The
household registration system is to restrict people's mobility in urban and rural areas and regions
through the institutional arrangement of the place where the household registration belongs.
Because of the difference in resources between urban and rural areas and between regions, it also
causes the difference in the amount of resources obtained by different household registration. It is
both an antecedent factor and a self-induced factor that can be changed by one's own efforts. First,
people inherit their parents' household registration type at birth. After adulthood, through their own
efforts, through some channels (education, promotion, army, etc.) can change their household
registration type. There are abundant research results on the effect of household registration system
on social status in China. The general conclusion is that the household registration system is an
important factor influencing social stratification. In the labor market, there is a difference in
household registration between urban workers and migrant workers in terms of wages, insurance
and union participation, among which the role of household registration is about 30 % [8]. Wu
Xiaogang and D.J. Treiman found in their empirical analysis of the factors affecting the acquisition
of urban household registration in the same period that although education and political conditions
(party membership) increase the chances of "rural household registration to non-rural household
registration", rural household registration significantly reduces the chances of obtaining education
and political status [9]. In terms of economic status or access to market opportunities, there are
significant household registration hierarchies or social spatial hierarchies. The contribution rate of
individual household registration level to the growth of monthly income level is 13.7 %, which
means that the monthly income level of individual household registration from rural household
registration to municipal household registration level may increase by 13.7 % [10].
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The effect of work unit on social stratification. According to an American political sociologist
A. Wilder, there are distributional differences between a redistributive economy and a market
economy. In a market economy, some firms are willing to pay higher wages to their workers. In a
redistributive economy, some firms distribute more income to their workers than others. The higher
the administrative level of the organization the more budgetary power, the larger the base of tax
resources the more profitable it is [11, 12]. This shows that in China's social stratification
mechanism, there is stratification among work organizations, and the stratification mechanism
among organizations depends on the power level of the work unit rather than the market profit
level of the organization.

Education is closely related to social stratification. Education has always been a conduit to a
certain class. The issue of educational equity in China has been concerned by scholars. The main
issue is whether education strengthens class reproduction or promotes social mobility? The
empirical studies of different scholars tend to answer this question. Through the analysis of 3,975
sample surveys in Beijing, Wuxi and Zhuhai in 1998, Li Lulu pessimistically believes that the
inheritance within each class is still the main feature of Chinese society, even though the
transformation of the redistribution economy to the market economy has not changed the
characteristics of self-reproduction of the upper class [13]. Wu Xiaogang, Xie Yu; Scholars such
as Li Peilin, Li Qiang and Sun Liping also support this view. Li Chunling et al. believe that after
the reform and opening up, the income distribution mechanism of the market economy
(competencism) has gradually replaced the distribution mechanism of the traditional planned
economy (equalitarianism). But the effect of different stages of education on raising personal
income is different. Across the country, junior high school education has the strongest effect on
increasing income, while the effect of high school (including secondary school), junior college
(and above) and primary school education is weaker in turn. In cities, high school and technical
secondary education are the most conducive to income growth; In rural areas, a junior high school
degree offers the best economic benefits. Within the redistributive system, college degree or above
has higher economic benefits; The higher economic returns outside the redistributive system are
junior high schools, senior high schools and technical secondary schools [14].

Taking social class as independent variable, what are the external characteristics of dif-
ferent social classes?

The relationship between class and consumption. In his empirical study, Zhang Yi divided
China's social strata from low to high into five strata, namely, the peasant class, the working class,
the old middle class, the new middle class and the owner class (the class that owns the industry
and employs others, similar to the capitalist class), as independent variables. The consumption
type is divided into two types: survival consumption and development consumption. (The per
capita household expenditure on food, clothing, water, electricity, housing, medical care,
maintenance and wedding events is defined as the consumption of family members to meet their
basic needs, that is, survival consumption; Per capita household expenditure on education, tourism,
entertainment, home appliances, communications, transportation, etc. is defined as consumption
to meet the future development needs of oneself and family members, that is, developmental
consumption. In the current Chinese society, the main consumption needs of the peasant class and
the working class are still concentrated on the satisfaction of subsistence needs. The old middle
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class not only has strong survival consumption elasticity, but also has strong development
consumption impulse. The new middle class has shifted its main consumption power to
developmental consumption. Due to the small sample size of the owner class, the owner class does
not show statistical significance in these two aspects of consumption [15].

The relationship between social class and social welfare. Taking Haikou City as a case study,
Li Fen divided the social class in Haikou into five levels: upper level (state and social managers,
managers and private business owners), middle and upper level (professional and technical
personnel and clerks), middle and middle level (working class), middle and lower level (self-
employed industrial and commercial service employees), and lower level (unemployed or semi-
unemployed). The type of social welfare is taken as the dependent variable, and the type of social
welfare includes six types (medical care, pension, etc.). Through the empirical study, it is found
that there is a positive correlation between social class and social welfare, that is, the higher the
social class, the more types of social welfare they enjoy; At the same time, there are differences in
the number of total welfares between the middle and upper classes, the upper classes and the
middle and lower classes, and the difference in the number of welfares between the middle and
lower classes is not significant [16].

Conclusion. Through the research and summary of Chinese literature, including some foreign
literature, this paper draws the following conclusions about the empirical research on Chinese
social classes:

1. The study of social strata in China has theoretically inherited the theoretical schemata and
empirical research methods of western sociological scholars, among which the most influential are
Marx's class theory and Weber's social stratification theory, Wright Mills, White, Goldthorpe, Blau
and Duncan, etc. Some apply their theories and research methods completely, and then look for
empirical data in China. Some scholars have also reflected on the theories and methods of Western
sociology, and believe that they cannot simply apply their theories, but should develop their own
social stratification model in combination with the actual situation of China. But in general, the
theory is less innovative and lacks horizontal comparison with other countries.

2. In terms of the actual situation in China, great changes have indeed taken place in the social
strata of China after the reform and opening up. Therefore, some scholars have tried to establish
the social stratification model in China. The pattern of social stratification in China is more
complex than in other countries. On the one hand, there is the problem of how to link the
redistribution model with the market model. The redistribution model has a stratified model, and
the market model also has a stratified model. How to arrange the social stratification under the
influence of these two models has always been a problem puzzling Chinese scholars, and so far,
they have not been able to find a stratified model recognized by everyone.

But there is also a certain consensus that the state administrators (officials) should be at the
top of the social hierarchy, and the peasant class and the social unemployed class should be at the
bottom of the society. Mental workers (white-collar workers) are higher than manual workers
(blue-collar workers).

3. Exploration of independent variables affecting hierarchy. Chinese scholars have explored
the effects of gender, educational attainment, type of work unit, and household registration on
social stratification. Gender and education level are rich in research results, which are related to
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the impact of human capital on social stratification, and this aspect is universal in human society.
Household registration system and unit type are special independent variables that affect social
stratification in China, but not in other countries. Unit type is also a unique phenomenon in China,
reflecting the same job content but different salaries and benefits. However, there is no relevant
research to provide specific quantitative data. In general, the independent variables affecting social
stratification in China are more and more complex than those in other countries, but the relevant
empirical studies are less and simpler.

4. The influence of social class on other social problems. Taking social class as an independent
variable, social class clearly affects education, consumption and social welfare, all of which have
empirical research results. But the results were limited to just a few areas. Studies on other aspects,
such as the relationship between class and political attitude, class and social policy, and class and
other social variables, are lacking.

5. Many new social groups or occupational groups have emerged in Chinese society, and there
is a lack of research on them. In recent years, some Chinese scholars have studied social groups
such as truck drivers and delivery workers. However, for other social groups, such as "software
programmers", "financial practitioners", "Internet sellers", "live streamers" as well as freelancers
and other emerging social or professional groups, there is a lack of research.

To sum up, these problems are problems that need to be solved in the social class research or
group research in the future. These problems not only put forward new questions to the scholars'
research, but also put forward new challenges.

REFERENCES

1. Lu, Xueyi (2002), “Analysis of Ten Strata in Contemporary China”, Study and Practice, no. 3,
pp. 262-271.

2. Lu, Xueyi (2020), Social Structure and Social Stratification in Contemporary China, 1st ed.
Routledge, London, UK.

3. Li, Qiang (2005), "Invented Ding-shaped" social structure and "Structural Tension"", Sociological
Research, no. 2 (1). pp. 169-181.

4. Li, Qiang (2011), Ten Lectures on Social Stratification, 2nd ed., Social Sciences Academic Press,
Beijing, CHN.

5. Li, Qiang (2005), “On Western Theories of Middle Class and the Status Quo of China's Middle
Class Today", Society, no. 1, pp. 28-42.

6. Liu, Xin (2020), “Class Structure and Income Inequality in Transitional China", The J. of Chinese
Sociology, no. 7 (4), pp. 1-24.

7. Li, Lulu and Qin, Guangqgiang (2024), An Analysis of Class Structure in Contemporary China, Peter
Lang, NY, Berlin, GER.

8. Yao, Xianguo and Pu, Laiging (2004), “The Difference between Urban and Rural Household
Registration in China's Labor Relations”, Economic Research, no. 7, pp. 1-18.

9. Wu, Xiaogang and Treiman, J.D. (2004), “The Household Registration System and Social
Stratification in China: 1955-1996", Demography, no. 41 (2), pp. 363-384.

10. Ly, Yilong (2008), “Does Hukou still Work? The Household Registration System and its Impact
on Social Stratification and Mobility in China", Chinese Social Sciences, no. 29 (2), pp. 56-75.

11. Walder, A. (1995), “Career Mobility and the Communist Political Order"”, American Sociological
Review, no. 60 (3), pp. 309-328.

12. Bian Yanjie, Lu, Hanlong and Sun, Liping (2002), Market Transition and Social Stratification:
American Sociologists' Analyses of China, Hong Kong Univ. of Science and Technology, Hong Kong, CHN.

88 Current Situation, Existing Problems and Prospect of the Study of Social Stratification in Contemporary China
TekyLL@as cUTyaLys, CyLLeCTBYtOLLe NPOBaeMbl U NepCneKTVBbI M3yYeHUs CoLmanbHOM CTpaTUGMKaLMN B COBPEMEHHOM...



Couymonorus ONCKYPC. 2024.T. 10, Ne 5. C. 78-90
Sociology DISCOURSE. 2024, vol. 10, no. 5, pp. 78-90

13. Li, Lulu (2017), “Institutional Transformation and the Change of hierarchical structure: the
"double production" of the relative relation model of class, Social Sciences in China”, Social Sciences in
China, no. 38 (4), pp. 120-140.

14.Li, Chunling (2003), “How Educational Level Affects People's Economic Income: an
Examination of the Current Economic Return Rate of Education”, Sociological Studies, no. 3, pp. 23-44.

15. Zhang, Yi (2016), “The Consumption Tendency of All Social Strata in China: From Subsistence
Consumption to Developmental Consumption”, Sociological Research, no. 5 (2), pp. 52-64.

16. Li, Fen (2013), “Social Stratification Influences Social Welfare”, Dr. Sci. (Sociology) Thesis,
Nanjing Univ., Nanjing, CHN.

Information about the authors.

Liubov A. Lebedintseva — Dr. Sci. (Sociology, 2012), Docent (2016), Professor at the
Department of Economic Sociology, Saint Petersburg State University, 7/9 University emb., St
Petersburg 199034, Russia; Associate Fellow, Sociological Institute of the RAS — FCTAS RAS, 25/14
7th Krasnoarmeiskaya str., St Petersburg 190005, Russia. The author of more than 150 scientific
publications. Area of expertise: economic sociology, intellectual labor, modern Chinese sociology.

Zhang Hailun — Lecturer, School of Marxism, Nanfang College, No. 882, Wenquan Avenue,
Conghua District, Guangzhou 510970, China; Applicant at the Department of Sociology, Saint
Petersburg State University, 7/9 University emb., St Petersburg 199034, Russia. The author of 12
scientific publications. Area of expertise: urbanization, social structure, urban space, social
inequality.

No conflicts of interest related to this publication were reported.
Received 15.07.2024; adopted after review 10.09.2024, published online 20.11.2024.

CNMNCOK JINTEPATYPbI

1. Lu Xueyi. Analysis of Ten Strata in Contemporary China // Study and Practice. 2002. Ne. 3.
P. 262-271.

2. Lu Xueyi. Social Structure and Social Stratification in Contemporary China. 1st ed. London:
Routledge, 2020.

3. Li Qiang. “Invented Ding-shaped" social structure and "Structural Tension" // Sociological
Research. 2005. Ne 2 (1). P. 169-181.

4. Li Qiang. Ten Lectures on Social Stratification. 2nd ed. Beijing: Social Sciences Academic Press,
2011.

5. Li Qiang. On Western Theories of Middle Class and the Status Quo of China’s Middle Class
Today // Society. 2005. Ne 1. P. 28-42.

6. Liu Xin. Class Structure and Income Inequality in Transitional China // The J. of Chinese
Sociology. 2020. Ne 7 (4). P. 1-24.

7. Li Lulu, Qin Guanggiang. An Analysis of Class Structure in Contemporary China. NY; Berlin:
Peter Lang, 2024.

8. Yao Xianguo, Pu Laiging. The Difference between Urban and Rural Household Registration in
China's Labor Relations // Economic Research. 2004. Ne 7. P. 1-18.

9. Wu Xiaogang, Treiman J. D. The Household Registration System and Social Stratification in
China: 1955-1996 // Demography. 2004. Ne 41 (2). P. 363-384.

10. Lu Yilong. Does Hukou still Work? The Household Registration System and its Impact on Social
Stratification and Mobility in China // Chinese Social Sciences. 2008. Ne 29 (2). P. 56-75.

11. Walder A. Career Mobility and the Communist Political Order // American Sociological Review.
1995. Ne 60 (3). P. 309-328.

Current Situation, Existing Problems and Prospect of the Study of Social Stratification in Contemporary China 89
TekyLLas cUTyaLys, CyLLeCTBytoLLe NPOBaeMbl U NepCneKTVBbI M3yYeHUs CoLmanbHOM CTpaTUGMKaLMN B COBPEMEHHOM...



Couymonorus ONCKYPC. 2024.T. 10, Ne 5. C. 78-90
Sociology DISCOURSE. 2024, vol. 10, no. 5, pp. 78-90

12. Bian Yanjie, Lu Hanlong, Sun Liping. Market Transition and Social Stratification: American
Sociologists' Analyses of China. Hong Kong: Hong Kong Univ. of Science and Technology, 2002.

13. Li Lulu. Institutional Transformation and the Change of hierarchical structure: the "double
production” of the relative relation model of class, Social Sciences in China // Social Sciences in China.
2017. Ne 38 (4). P. 120-140.

14. Li Chunling. How Educational Level Affects People's Economic Income: an Examination of the
Current Economic Return Rate of Education // Sociological Studies. 2003. Ne 3. P. 23-44.

15. Zhang Yi. The Consumption Tendency of All Social Strata in China: From Subsistence
Consumption to Developmental Consumption // Sociological Research. 2016. Ne 5 (2). P. 52-64.

16. Li Fen. Social Stratification Influences Social Welfare: Dr. Sci. (Sociology) Thesis / Nanjing Univ.
Nanjing, 2013.

Nudopmanus 06 aBropax.

Jebeounuesa JI10606b Anexcanopoéna — NOKTOp coruoiorndeckux Hayk (2012), moueHT
(2016), mpodeccop kadempsl 3koHOMHYECKOU commosiorun Cankt-IlerepOyprckoro rocynap-
CTBEHHOT'O YHUBEPCHUTETa, YHUBEpCUTETCKas HAO., 1. 7/9, Cankt-IletepOypr, 199034, Poccus; ac-
COIIMUPOBAHHBIN HayuHbIH coTpynHUK Commosnorndeckoro nucruryra PAH — ¢pununana ®HUCL]
PAH, yn. 7-1 Kpacnoapmetickas, a. 25/14, Cankr-Ilerepoypr, 190005, Poccus. ABtop 6onee 150
Hay4HbIX myOnukaruii. Chepa HaydHBIX HHTEPECOB: SKOHOMUYECKAs! COIMOJIOTHSI, NHTEIUIEKTY-
aJbHBINA TPy, COBPEMEHHAs KUTalCKasi COIMOJIOTHS.

UYscan Xaiinynov — npenonasarenb, [lIkoma mapkcusma, Komnemx Hanbdan, Ne 882, mpo-
cnekT Banbitoans, paiion [{ynxya, 'yanwkoy 510970, Kuraii; conckarens kadeapbl COIMOIOTHN
CankT-IleTepOyprckoro rocyaiapcTBEHHOTO YHUBEPCUTETA, YHUBEpCUTETCKas HAO., 1. 7/9, CaHKT-
[TerepOypr, 199034, Poccus. Aprop 12 Hayuynbsix myonukamnuii. Chepa HaydHBIX HHTEPECOB: ypoOa-
HU3aLMs, COLMATIbHAS CTPYKTYpPa, TOPOJICKOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, COLIMAIBHOE HEPABEHCTBO.
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